Computer use, computer training, and employment. Outcomes among people with spinal cord injuries.
Computer use and training may be of special benefit to people with spinal cord injuries (SCIs) because computer technology may help lessen the impact of mobility limitations that are inherent with this disability. This article summarizes several findings from a 1994 survey conducted of New Jersey residents who suffered SCIs within the previous 10 years. The results indicate that, among people with SCIs, 46% currently use a computer in some capacity and 22% received computer training since the date of their injury. Perhaps surprisingly, both corresponding percentages are higher in the general population. People with SCIs appear to have less access to computers because most people learn how to use computers at work, and only a minority of people with SCIs work. The lower rate of use of computers among people with SCIs is unfortunate because the steep employment and earnings declines often experienced after an SCI are partially mitigated for those who have computer skills. The results suggest the importance of policies and programs aimed at increasing access to computers and computer training for people with severe disabilities.